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Workshop Goals

• Apply procedures for developing and enrolling to NCORP trials.

• Identify approaches to engage with patient advocates and build 

meaningful partnerships with patients and advocacy groups to 

improve research and health care outcomes.
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• UpToDateTM - royalties

• Varian Medical Systems – research trial funding

• NRG Board of Directors

• RTOG Foundation Board 

Disclosures



The NCI NCORP is a national network that brings cancer clinical trials and care 

delivery studies to people in their own communities

Their focus areas include:

▪ Cancer Control and Prevention

▪ Symptom Management 

▪ Screening

▪ Post-Treatment Surveillance 

▪ Quality-of-Life Studies Embedded in Treatment Trials

▪ Cancer Care Delivery 

▪ Cancer Disparities

NCI National Community Oncology Research Program 

(NCORP) Network



NCTN: National Clinical Trials Network





NCTN and NCORP

NCTN (CTEP) Trials

Endpoints include: 

• PFS

• OS

• Compare cancer 

treatments (ph 1, 2, 3)

Goals:

• New treatment

• Biomarker driven 

treatment

• Targeted therapy

• Radiation

• Chemotherapy

• Immunotherapy

NCORP (DCP) Trials

• Cancer 

Prevention

• Patient Reported 

Outcomes

• Cancer Care 

Delivery Research

• Health Disparities

• Cancer 

Control/Symptom 

Management



NRG NCORP Leadership

Cancer Care Delivery Research

Chair: Mary Cooley, PhD; Mary_Cooley@dfci.harvard.edu

Vice Chair: Sarah Hawley; sarahaw1@umich.edu

Health Disparities

Chair: Jennifer Wenzel, PhD; jwenzel@jhu.edu

Vice Chair: Evan Graboyes, MD, graboyes@musc.edu

             

Cancer Prevention

Chair/NCORP Deputy PI: Julie Bauman, MD; jebauman@gwu.edu

Vice Chair: Stephanie Blank, MD: 

Stephanie.Blank@mountsinai.org

NCORP PIs

Deborah Bruner, PhD, RN deborah.w.bruner@emory.edu

Lisa Kachnic, MD; lak2187@cumc.columbia.edu 

Patient Centered Outcomes Research

Chari: Ben Movsas, MD; bmovsas1@hfhs.org

Vice-Chair Ronald Chen, MD; rchen2@kumc.edu

Cancer Control and Symptom Management 

Chair: Tracy Crane, PhD; tecrane@med.miami.edu 

Vice Chair: Mylin Torres, MD; matorre@emory.edu



NCORP Operations and SDMC

Reena Cecchini, PhD

Biostatistician

Hanna Bandos, PhD

Biostatistician

Stephanie Pugh, PhD

Deputy Director, NCORP SDMC

Danielle Enserro, PhD

BioStatistician

Erica Field, MPH, MHA

NCORP Administrator



Laurel Pracht

Cancer Prevention and Control

Patient Advocates

Diane Rose

Cancer Prevention and Control 

Fiona McAlister

Health Care Access Committee, 

Patient Centered Outcomes 

Research Committee

Katie Keyser

Patient Centered Outcomes 

Research Committee

Anna Wilson

Patient Centered Outcomes 

Research Committee

Mark Harris

Health Care Access Committee



NRG Oncology NCORP Structure
NRG NCORP Exec Committee

NCORP PIs: Bruner/Kachnic 

NCORP Deputy PI: Bauman

NRG Oncology Group Chairs: Le/Mannel/Wolmark

NCORP Committee Chairs and Vice Chairs

NRG Oncology Stats: PI Dignam and Pugh  

Admin: Field (NCORP), Hartson (NRG)

Ca Prevention and Control 

Research (CPCR) Chairs: 

T. Crane, J. Bauman

Vice Chairs: M. Torres, S. 

Blank

-    Neurocognitive Function 

- Reducing Symptom 

Burden

- Behavioral Interventions 

- Dose Alterations

- Ca Risk Reduction

Ca Care Delivery Research 

(CCDR) Chair: M. Cooley

Vice-Chair: S. Hawley

- Ca Survivorship/Palliative 

Care

- Optimize screening in 

community

- Implement EBP in 

Symptom Mgmt

Health Care Access 

Research (HCA)

Chair: J. Wenzel

Vice Chair: E. Graboyes

- Consult on trial accrual 

and recruitment within 

NRG/NCORP trials

- Address health care 

access differences

Patient Centered 

Outcomes 

Research (PCOR)

Chair: B. Movsas

Vice Chair: R Chen

- PROs tx trials

- Consult on PROs 

in CCC, CPC, CCD, 

HCA trials

NRG 

NCORP 

Operations

Committee

NRG 

NCORP 

Finance 

Committee



▪ Major national guideline changes over this past grant period:

▪ R0614: Memantine during whole brain RT reduces neurocognitive deterioration (Neuro Oncol 

2013)

▪ R0933: Hippocampal avoidance during whole brain RT leads to HVLT preservation (JCO 

2014)

▪ R1203: IMRT reduces bowel toxicities (over 3D RT) from the patient perspective in postop 

GYN cancers (JCO 2020)

▪ CC001: Further preservation of neurocognitive function using hippocampus avoidance with 

memantine during whole-brain RT (JCO 2020)

▪ Accrual: NRG NCORPs contribute ~33% to NRG treatment trials

NRG NCORP Impact:

Changing the Standard of Care





NRG NCORP Pilot Grant Success!

Pilot Study: Study to 

Evaluate 

Cardiovascular Risk 

Factors and Receipt of 

Primary and 

Preventive Care in 

Prostate Cancer Pts 

who Receive Definitive 

RT and ADT

NRG-CC007CD: Increasing 

the Dose of Survivorship 

Care Planning in Prostate 

Cancer Survivors who 

Receive Androgen 

Deprivation Therapy

Holmes JA, Anderson RF, Hoffman LG, Showalter TN, Kasibhatla M, Collins SP, Papagikos MA, Barbosa BD, Stravers LJ, 

Mahbooba Z, Wang AZ, Chen RC. Cardiovascular preventive care and coordination of care in prostate cancer survivors: a multi-

institutional prospective study. Int J Radiat Oncol Biol Phys, 103(1):112-5, 2019



NRG NCORP Can Build Careers

R0614: Memantine during whole brain RT reduces 

neurocognitive deterioration (Neuro Oncol 2013)

R0933: Hippocampal avoidance during whole brain RT 

leads to HVLT preservation (JCO 2014)

CC001: Further preservation of neurocognitive function 

using hippocampus avoidance with memantine during 

whole-brain RT (JCO 2020)

CC003/ASTRO 2023 Plenary LBA 04: Phase IIR/III trial 

of prophylactic cranial irradiation with or without 

hippocampal avoidance for small cell lung cancer

Vinai Gondi, MD



Questions?



NCORP Contact Information

NCORP PIs

Deborah Bruner, PhD, RN, FAAN

deborah.w.bruner@emory.edu

Lisa Kachnic, MD; lak2187@cumc.columbia.edu 

NCORP Deputy PI

Chair: Julie Bauman, MD; jebauman@gwu.edu

Cancer Control/Symptom Management 

Chair: Tracy Crane, PhD; 

tecrane@med.miami.edu

Vice-Chair: Mylin Torres, MD; 

matorre@emory.edu

Cancer Prevention

Chair: Julie Bauman, MD; jebauman@gwu.edu

Vice-Chair: Stephanie Blank, MD; 

Stephanie.Blank@mountsinai.org

Health Care Access

Chair: Jennifer Wenzel, PhD; jwenzel@jhu.edu

Vice-Chair: Evan Graboyes, MD; graboyes@musc.edu

Cancer Care Delivery Research

Chair: Mary Cooley, PhD, RN, FAAN; 

Mary_Cooley@dfci.harvard.edu

Vice-Chair: Sarah Hawley, PhD, MPH

sarahaw1@umich.edu

Patient Centered Outcomes Research

Chair: Ben Movsas, MD; BMOVSAS1@hfhs.org 

Vice-Chairs: Ronald Chen, MD; rchen2@kumc.edu

Budgets/Other NCORP Questions

Erica Field, MPH, MHA, NCORP Administrator; 

fielde@nrgoncology.org



Overview of NCORP – Site Perspective
 (Why Choose to be a Member of NCORP?)

Carolyn Muller, MD

New Mexico NCORP

• NRG Winter Meeting

• January 22, 2026



Disclosures

Clinical Trials: NM NCORP PI, Institution Site PI for GOG Partners 

Trials (Genmab, Merck, Gilead, Corcept, GSK, Immunogen), 

Linneus, Verastem

Advisory: Lilly 

New Mexico Cancer Care Alliance: Board of Directors

NRG-2026



NRG-2026

Program of Division of Cancer Prevention: (prevention, cancer control, supportive care trials, 

Opportunity for Cancer Care Delivery Research (CCDR) 

https://www.cancer.gov/research/infrastructure

/clinical-trials/nctn/nctn-clinical-trials-network



NCTN Participation: LAPS vs NCORP

Lead Academic Participating Sites (LAPS):

• source of funding created especially for the NCTN 

• academic research institutions with fellowship training programs 

• enroll high numbers of patients onto NCTN trials, scientific leadership in 

clinical trials

National Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP):

• conduct clinical trials in the community (can be with academic partnership)

• designs and conducts cancer prevention, supportive care and symptom 

management, screening, and surveillance clinical trials. 

• participates in NCTN treatment and imaging clinical trials 

• Opportunity for cancer care delivery trials and leadership across trial types

NRG-2026



NRG-2026

Member of NCTN Research Base 

(RB) – Metrics: Voting member

Non-member RB credit

To member RB

Access all CTEP trials and other 

NCORP trials

Other Research Base Trials and 

collaborations

https://www.cancer.gov/research/infrastructure

/clinical-trials/nctn/nctn-clinical-trials-network

Benefits of NCORP

URCC

Wake 

Forest



Wake Forest Research Base – CC and CCDR

NRG-2026



URCC Research Base – Cancer Control

NRG-2026



NCORP – Community Oncology

NRG-2026

UNMCCC

VA Hospital

New Mexico Cancer Research Alliance

Access to clinical 

trials to all New 

Mexicans



New Mexico NCORP – Stakeholders

NRG-2026

New Mexico Cancer Research Alliance – Board of Directors

• Oncology Providers from Each Participating Institution 

• Medical Oncology, Gyn Oncology, Surgical Oncology, Radiation Oncology 

and Pediatric Oncology

• Tumor Registry Expert

• Population Sciences – Community Outreach and Engagement

• Financial Expert

• Patient Advocates (2)



Virtual Monthly Community Oncology Meeting

NRG-2026

1/15/2025, 5:30 PM: 

          Guest: Heme; Cell Based Therapeutics

2/19/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: GI ; Newly Approved Trials

3/19/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: Gyn Onc; Tumor Registry 

4/16/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: Peds/AYA; Tumor Registry

5/21/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: GU; Precision Medicine

6/18/2025, 3pm-6pm: 

         NMCRA In-Person Retreat!

7/16/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest: Rad Oncology; Precision Medicine 

8/20/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: Breast; Newly Approved Trials      

9/17/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: Heme; Tumor Registry  

10/15/2025, 5:30 PM: 

       Guest CWG: Lung; Precision Medicine 

11/19/2025, 5:30 PM: 

         Guest CWG: GU; Newly Approved Trials

Also features CCDR or Cancer Control Trials



NMCRA Scientific Retreat – Community Partners

NRG-2026

Interactions

• Annual scientific retreat

• NCORP education, trial needs

• Monthly virtual meeting ideas

• Centralized servicesreview

• regulatory, QA, Finance

• All-site representation (teams)

• New Mexico Tumor Registry

• Unmet needs per population

• Regional disease patterns
Chandylen Nightingale, PhD, MPH 

Wake Forest Research Base



NMCRA Site Activity: 5 Year Accrual 

NRG-2026



NCORP Community Oncology Program

• Challenges:
• Continued Stakeholder Engagement

• Community Partner Fiscal and Administrative Pressures

• Cost and Trial Reimbursement

• Staffing

•  Opportunities
• Focus on Key Trials with Trial Champions

• Train and Engage Advanced Practice Providers – Cancer 

Control and Supportive Care Trials

• Decentralized Trials Management (ie: remote consent, etc.)

NRG-2026
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