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NRG Oncology Group Mission

To Improve the Duration & Quality of Lives of Adults with 
Specific Cancers through the Conduct of Its Science-
Driven, NCI-Supported Multi-Institutional Clinical Trials



NRG’s Specific Patient Cohorts

– Patients with common or rare gender-specific 
malignancies, including gynecologic, prostate, or breast
cancers, and/or

– Patients with localized or locally advanced malignancies 
including other GU malignancies or those originating in other 
sites, including the lungs, head and neck region, brain, or 
GI tract



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 1

Investigate developments in medical technology, 
including radiation oncology, imaging, & surgery
for opportunities to test these advances in its multi-
institutional clinical trials. 



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 1
• Hypofractionated RT for Prostate Ca: Lee et al, JCO 2016

Lukka et al IJROBP 2016
• Imaged Guided RT for Head & Neck Car: RTOG 1008,1216,0920
• SBRT for Lung Ca: RTOG 0236, 0813,0915
• Transoral Surgery for Oropharyngeal Ca: HN1706, ECOG-ACRIN 
• Perfusion CT for Ovarian Ca: Ng et al, Clin Can Res 2017



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 2

Inform the design and execution of its phase II and 
phase III trials with employment of biomarker- & 
biologic pathway-defined approaches to risk 
stratification, investigational therapy assignment, & 
clinical trial decision-making.



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 2

• Molecular Profiles in New GBM RPA: Bell et al JAMA Oncol 2017
• SMAD Expression in Pancreatic Ca: Crane et al JCO 2011
• K-ras Variant and Oropharyngeal Ca: Weidhass et al JAMA Oncol 2017
• PARP Inhibition and Ovarian Cancer: Liu et al Gyn Oncol 2017
• PAM Subtypes and Prostate Cancer: Zhao et al JAMA Oncol 2017



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 3

Apply emerging knowledge in precision oncology 
and in immuno-oncology to the design & execution 
of its translational and clinical research efforts for the 
two defined patient cohorts.



NRG Oncology Grant - Specific Aim 3

• NRG-LU003:  Precision Medicine Platform Trial for Alk + NSCLC PtsT
• NRG-GI002:  TNT Platform Trial for Rectal Cancer Pts (NAR Score)
• NRG-GY009: Ant-PDL1 & Bev & Chemo for Recurrent Ovarian Cancer Pts
• NRG-GI004:  Checkpoint Inhibition & Chemo for Metastatic Colon Ca Pts
• NRG-HN003: Checkpoint Inhibition & Chemo-RT for H/N Cancer Pts 



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Publications 

302 peer-reviewed manuscripts

365 published abstracts

At least 51 led to practice-defining standards



NRG Practice-Defining Publication Examples 
Brain Tumor Committee

Buckner et al NEJM 2016: Low Grade Glioma
Gilbert et al NEJM 2014: Bev for GBM
Chang et al NeuroOnc 2016: Grade III Glioma Chemo
van der Bent et al Lancet 2017: CATNON Grade III
Gondi et al J Clin Oncol 2014: Hippocampal Sparing



NRG Practice-Defining Publication Examples 

Breast Cancer Committee

Margolese et al Lancet 2016: B35 DCIS Trial
McCormick et al J Clin Onc 2016: RTOG 9804 DCIS



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Clinical Trials

• Led 87 CTEP-supported trials 

• NRG Oncology activated 30 trials 
– 14 IND studies
– 16 Non-IND studies

• Time from NCI concept review to activation
• Phase I & II: 433 days
• Phase  III: 440 days

NCTN Ops Centers 
(Adult-focused)

# trials
open

% of
total

NRG Oncology 87 34%

Alliance 63 25%

ECOG-ACRIN 57 22%

SWOG 49 19%

Total: 256 100%

NCTN Trials Open to Accrual 
3/14-8/17

Excludes biospecimen collection only studies



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Membership

• 220 Main Members (Tier 1)

– Includes all 30 LAPS
• 1188 Affiliates, Components (Tier 2)

• 42 NCORP Sites
– 10 Minority/Underserved NCORP Sites

• 75 International Members outside 
North America

• 16 Main Member Canadian Sites

Accrual by Member Type
3/1/14-8/31/17

43%

26%

31%

Accrual by Member Type
3.1.14-8.31.17

Main Members &
Others
NCORP & M/U
NCORP
LAPS



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Enrollment

NRG Oncology Members
• Entered 10,840 patients onto NRG-led trials 
• Entered   3,199 patients onto  other NCTN group trials
• Entered   1,906 more pts in NCTN Precision Medicine Trials 
Total: 15,945 entries 

• Of the 48,056 total NCTN treatment enrollments, NRG’s 
contribution accounts for 33% of the total entries 

• This represents the highest accrual of any of the five 
NCTN groups



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Underrepresented Populations Enrollment

• 9,000 American patients enrolled on NRG trials 
• 12.7% self-identified as of African descent
• 8.0% as Hispanic or Latino
• 1.3% as Native Hawaiian, other Pacific Islander,   

Native American, or Alaska native.



NRG Achievements 2014-2017
Thank You! 

• All this was accomplished during the integration 
of the three legacy groups and other major 
transitions.

• None of this is possible without NRG’s amazing 
members!!! 


