
NRG ONCOLOGY SDMC



NRG Oncology SDMC

• SDMC, what does this mean?

Statistics and Data Management Center

• SDMC was funded by CTEP as an entity 
separate from that of the NRG Oncology 
Operations Center.

• As the NSABP, RTOG and GOG Operations  
Centers came together to form the NRG 
Oncology Operations Center, the three 
legacy statistics centers came together to 
form the NRG Oncology SDMC. 



NRG Oncology SDMC - 2

• As the NRG Oncology Foundation is the 
recipient of the Operations Center award, 
the University of Pittsburgh is the recipient 
of the SDMC award.

• Three PIs of the SDMC:

– Joe Costantino, Group Statistician;

– Jim Dignam, Deputy Group Statistician 
for Biostatistics;

– John Blessing, Deputy Group Statistician 
for Operations.
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• Three Offices with shared responsibilites
and personnel: 

– Pittsburgh,

– Philadelphia,

– Buffalo.

• We have been diligently working to create a  
harmonized, cohesive entity that builds on 
the strengths of the three legacy offices. 
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• Substantial harmonization activities have 
been accomplished and are defined as 
SOPs of the SDMC.

• Topics Include:

– IT structure and processes, database 
creation, protocol development, data 
management processes, data analyses, 
data monitoring, data reporting, QC, QA 
and auditing.



Some Changes Coming



Changes Coming to the SDMC

• We are near the establishment of a single 
NRG Oncology instance of Rave.

• Will be seamless to the user.

• Legacy e-mail addresses will be changing:

@nrgoncology.org

• Expansion of the website: 

https://www.nrgoncology.org

• New protocol numbering system.



New Protocol Numbering System 

• Protocol number will be 9 characters in 
length:

– starting with letters “NRG”

– followed by a hyphen and a two-letter 
abbreviation representing the disease or 
research committee which developed the 
protocol

– followed by a three digit sequence 
number, with the sequence being specific 
for each disease or research committee.
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• Examples

– The first breast protocols would be:

NRG-BR001, NRG-BR002, etc.

– The first GU protocols would be

NRG-GU001, NRG-GU002, etc.

– etc.
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Questions?


