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Timeline of APP Involvement in NCI-Sponsored Research

2022

2023
SWOG APP Taskforce

ECOG-ACRIN APP Committee

Recognition awards at NCORP Annual Meeting and Research Base Meetings

2024 APP Clinical Trial Research Manual published by ECOG-ACRIN

Publication in JCO Oncology Practice

NCI hosts APP’s and Team Science webinars

NRG begins work to form APP working group

2019 - 2020 Survey of APP’s

NCI revised CTEP and NCORP policies 

2021

APP Symposium (Spring) and Educational Workshop (Fall)

Cross NCORP/NCTN Group APP Working Group

2025
COACH-APP protocol in NCORP

MAPP protocol in NCTN

NRG hosts first  APP session at July meeting
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Oncology APPs Role in Clinical Trials

▪ 2020 survey of oncology APPs1

▪ 35% academia and 62% community practice setting

▪ 70% reported their practice participated in NCI-sponsored clinical trials

▪ 90% felt APPs should play a role in clinical research

▪ 37% routinely explore if a clinical trial is available for the patient

▪ 73% want to be more involved in clinical research

▪ Barriers to participation: 1,2

▪ Clinical trial related education 

▪ NCI CTEP Policies requiring qualified physician investigators to co-sign APP’s order for 

study agents on NCI trials

▪ NCI Policies limiting APP’s roles in NCI trials

1Braun-Inglis et al  Role of oncology advanced practitioners to enhance clinical research.  2022 J Adv Practice Onc.,  107-119.
2Braun-Inglis et al  Better late than never: Fully incorporating oncology advanced practice providers into cancer clinical trials.  2022 JCO Practice., 1-4.
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2021 NCI Policy Updates on APPs Writing Orders

Before September 7, 2021:

CTEP’s Investigator Handbook, (2014 version 1.2) Section 14.2, Writing Patient-Specific Orders  stated:

▪ Patient-specific orders for study agents should be written by NCI-registered investigators participating on the specific trial. 

If other licensed prescribers write orders, the registered physician investigator who is officially participating on the trial 

must cosign the order.

Fall 2021 Revisions:

▪ Patient orders for study agents, including IND agents and standard of care agents, may be written by 

qualified APPs without a physician co-signature. 

▪ Qualified APPs must:

▪ Register in NCI’s Registration and Credentialing System

▪ Renew and maintain their registration and qualifications annually. RCR verifies professional licenses, including APPs, 

during the annual registration process
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2021 NCORP APP Guideline Updated

▪ NCORP protocols funded by NCI DCP and DCCPS

✓ APPs with PhD, DNP, PharmD or Master’s* will be qualified to: 

▪ serve as chairs (PhD only), 

▪ serve as co-chairs (PhD, DNP, PharmD, or Master’s* level)

▪ serve as a local investigator to consent and enroll patients

▪ prescribe/write orders

✓ Writing orders – same policy as CTEP

*Masters level co-chair requirements: prior clinical trial research experience within NCTN/NCORP preferred; experience in the conduct of 

research as PI, Co-I, or Research Coordinator for investigator initiated, pharmaceutically sponsored, or quality assurance/improvement 

projects
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APP Participation in NCORP

NCI/DCP/DCCPS Guidelines permitting APPs to enroll participants to NCORP trials/studies were released 10/14/2020

Dates
Clinical 

Trials

CCDR 

Studies
Total

8/1/19 – 7/31/20 0 0 0

8/1/20 – 7/31/21 458 24 482

8/1/21 – 7/31/22 648 156 804

8/1/22 – 7/31/23 351 64 415

8/1/23 – 7/31/24 459 174 633

8/1/24 – 7/20/25* 419 149 568

NCORP Trial Enrollments by NPIVRs (APPs)

* Less than full year

6,378 NPIVR’s listed in NCI 
Registration and Credentialing 

Repository (RCR)
(as of 4/8/25)

1,541 NPIVRs listed in NCORP-SYS as 
members of NCORPs

• 1,436 are fully active
• 15 roster pending 

• Reflects NCORP’s only
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Patient Enrollment by APPs in NRG Studies
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APP Recognition: 2024 NCORP Annual Meeting

Award Category Accrual Range # of APPs Awarded

Platinum 10 - 51 11

Gold 4 - 9 21

Silver 2 - 3 30





Integrating APPs in NRG and other 
Research Bases

 
Christa Braun-Inglis, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, AOCNP

Nurse Practitioner/Associate Researcher 
University of Hawaii Cancer Center/Hawaii M/U NCORP

Melyssa Foust, MSN, RN, OCN
CCDR Director

Upstate Carolina NCORP

• NRG Summer 2025 Meeting

• July 25, 2025



Why is this Important?

ORGANIZATION

• APPs do a lot of the clinical 
care for cancer patients

• Up to 50% of RVUs for cancer 
patients

• Have good understanding
• patient population

•  clinic operations

APP

• Best care for patients

• Contribute to practice

• Professional development

• Decrease burnout



• Recruitment

• Protocol implementation

• Protocol leadership 

• including serving at Site PI for CCDR & CC protocols

• Protocol selection

• Clinical trial development

• Dissemination of clinical trial results

• Other (e.g., institutional research committee-IRB)

APP in Clinical Research Beyond the 
Sub-Investigator



APP Value in Clinical Research



• APPs in Hawaii accounted 
56 total accruals  which 
accounts for 65% of the APP 
eligible NCORP trial accruals

• Majority of supportive care 
trials within the HI M/U 
NCORP are lead by APPs

• Several APPs serve as site 
PIs

• APPs lead the supportive 
care/CCDR working group

APP HI M/U NCORP Trial Accrual 8/1/23-
7/31/24

65%

35%

8/1/23-7/31/24  CC & CCDR 
Accrual*

APP Accrual MD Accrual

*Does not include TMIST, S2108CD, DCP-001



Timeline of Increasing APP Involvement 
in NCTN/NCORP

2019/2020 Survey

2020/2021 
Development of 

NCORP Guidelines & 
Updated CTEP Policy

2021 Hope 
Foundation Award 

for APP Engagement, 
Developed Cross 

Research Base APP 
Working Group 

2022 APP 
Symposium and APP 

Educational 
Workshop at SWOG 

Meetings

2023 SWOG APP 
Taskforce 

ECOG-ACRIN APP 
Committee

APP Recognition in 
the NCORP

2024

EA APP Clinical Trials 
Research Manual

Ongoing recognition 
SWOG, EA

Initial interest within 
NRG

2025

SWOG MAPP 
Program

Wake Forest 2403 
COACH-APP Protocol

NRG APP Meeting



• To address barriers that limit APP participation in SWOG research

• Change protocol language to be inclusive of APPs

• Assure APPs are listed as investigator

• DTL issues

• To integrate APPs into SWOG committees to support SWOG research

• To foster APP led research within SWOG

• To provide APP specific education and mentorship

• Workshop

• MAPP Program

• Continue collaboration with NCI and Research bases

SWOG APP Taskforce Goals



• Increase active APP membership through engagement and attendance
• Monthly conference calls, bi-annual meetings, Physician Champions

• Ensure APP participation 
• Protocol design and review

• Disease Committee liaisons

• Feasibility and accrual contributions

• Study spotlights for APPs

• Provide APP-focused education with CE credit in clinical trial research

• Develop strategies to  positively impact trial accrual
• Emphasize symptom science 

• Mentor APPs as investigators with opportunities for growth and collaboration

• Continue collaboration with NCI and Research bases

ECOG-ACRIN APP Committee AIMS



• Wake Forest Study (WF2403): Building Capacity within the NCORP 
Network for Cancer Control & Care Delivery Research Trials Using an 
Advanced Practice Provider Model (COACH-APP)

NCORP APP Opportunity



• Representatives from each Research Base & NCI

• Multi-disciplinary group

• Supporting solutions to identified barriers
• APP symposium & workshop held at SWOG
• APP Clinical Research Manual supported by EA
• Abstract/Poster presentation 2022 JADPROLive
• NCORP Landscape publication 2024: Role of APPs in the 

NCORP
• Position statement manuscript in progress
• Share ideas across Research Bases

Research Base APP Working Group



• Taskforce vs committee?

• Stand alone or part of another committee?

• Identifying an APP leader and interested APPs

• Physician champion

• Funding

• Committee support

• APP travel support

Next Steps for NRG?



#NRG2025

Kathleen Castro, MS, RN, AOCN

NCI Healthcare Delivery Research 

Program

Panelists

Rajiv Panikkar, MD

Geisinger NCORP

Angie Wellman, APP

Columbus NCORP

Harmony Bowles, 

PharmD, BCOP

New Mexico NCORP
Stephen Chun, MD

MD Anderson 

Cancer Center

Molly Tate, APP

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Tashanna Myers, MD

Baystate Medical Center

Sarah Irish, APP

Baystate Medical Center

Moderator



Join us at the NRG Reception this evening to continue the 

discussion. 

Please look for the reserved table for APPs!

Networking
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